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ABSTRACT

A Study On Changes in Cheong—gye—cheon & in Media Discourse:
Based on Media Discoruse During 1960s,
1980s, and 2005 in Each Period

*

Byung—Wook Kim " - Jeong—Yoon Eom - Seung—Hyun Kim"

This study interprets Cheong-gye-cheon restoration as a process of space production during expansion
of capitalism, and performs discourse analysis in order to find out that how media discourse has been
related to the production of Cheong-gye-cheon space in each period of historical changes. This paper
is particularly concentrating on discovering regulation in discourse which connects people’s experiences
and perception towards certain ways in the relationship between newly producted space and media
discourse.

This paper construes the period of 1960s as a process which pre-modern bodies and facilities were
changed into modern and urban ‘daily life’ by practicing a space which splitted in a concept of time
efficiency. In 1980s, media represented the facilities which had been constructed at the Cheong-gye-cheon
space as a ‘disqualified facilities for a center of the city’. This is because, tertiary industries were emerged
at the ‘Gang-nam’ in this period which widen the gap of finance between ‘Gang-nam’ and ‘Gang-Buk’.
The government wanted to redevelop this space in order to function accumulating capital efficiently.
Therefore shop owners nearby Cheong-gye-cheon were forced to move out. The discourse, ‘disqualified
facilities for a center of the city’, implicates this process. The media discourse in the 2000s produced
the ‘myth’ through the ‘signifier’ such as artificially flowing water, fine scenery, historical but artificial
structure and etc.. However, people can experience symbols of the artificial structures which leads people
to the luxurious restaurants, coffee shops, and etc.. Naturally, the spectacles produced by media direct
people to the homogeneous pattern of consume. This phenomena can be explained as a process which
people practice, intentionally or non-intentionally, the capitalistic mode of production which changed
from a period of production to a period of consumption.

Keywords: Space, Production of space, Reproduction of space, Discourse analysis, Cheong-gye-cheon
restoration
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